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become a final and unappealable order, or after the appropriate
court has entered final judgment in favor of the Secretary, the
Secretary shall refer the matter to the Attorney General, who
shall recover the amount assessed in any appropriate district
court of the United States. In such action, the validity and
appropriateness of the final order imposing the civil penalty
shall not be subject to review.
"(6) compromise or other action by secretary.—The Sec-
retary may compromise, modify, or remit, with or without
conditions, any civil penalty which is or may be imposed under
this section.
"(d) forfeiture.—
"(1) in general.—Any vessel (including the vessel's equip-
ment, stores, and cargo) and other item used, and any sanctuary
resource taken or retained, in any manner, in connection with
or as a result of any violation of this title or of any regulation or
permit issued under this title shall be subject to forfeiture to the
United States pursuant to a civil proceeding under this
subsection.
"(2) application of the customs laws.—The Secretary may
exercise the authority of any United States official granted by
any relevant customs law relating to the seizure, forfeiture,
condemnation, disposition, remission, and mitigation of prop-
erty in enforcing this title.
(3) disposal of sanctuary resources.—Any sanctuary re-
source seized pursuant to this title may be disposed of pursuant
to an order of the appropriate court, or, if perishable, in a
manner prescribed by regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary. Any proceeds from the sale of such sanctuary resource
shall for all purposes represent the sanctuary resource so dis-
posed of in any subsequent legal proceedings.
"(4) presumption.—For the purposes of this section there is a
rebuttable presumption that all sanctuary resources found on
board a vessel that is used or seized in connection with a
violation of this title or of any regulation or permit issued under
this title were taken or retained in violation of this title or of a
regulation or permit issued under this title.
"(e) payment of storage, care, and other costs.—
"(1) in general.—Notwithstanding any other law, the Sec-
retary may use amounts received under this section in the form
of civil penalties, forfeitures of property, and costs imposed
under paragraph (2) to pay—
(A) the reasonable and necessary costs incurred by the
Secretary in providing temporary storage, care, and mainte-
nance oi any sanctuary resource or other property seized
under this section pending disposition of any civil proceed-
ing relating to any alleged violation with respect to which
such property or sanctuary resource was seized; and
"(B) a reward to any person who furnishes information
leading to an assessment of a civil penalty, or to a forfeiture
of property, for a violation of this title or of any regulation
or permit issued under this title.
"(2) liability for costs.—Any person assessed a civil penalty
for a violation of this title or of any regulation or permit issued
under this title, and any claimant in a forfeiture action brought
for such a violation, shall be liable for the reasonable costs
incurred by the Secretary in storage, care, and maintenance of

